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Common grass weeds in Townsville 
 
 
This booklet contains 27 full size images of common 
weedy grasses around Townsville area.  
 
When your working at weeding and revegetating places, 
it is better to identify these grasses. The best way to do 
this is by looking at the flowers (florets). Different 
grasses have different arrangements of the flower head 
(inflorescence). I have organised them into 5 different 
inflorescence types which will make them easier to 
identify. 
 
 
The Grass Plant 

 Inflorescence - flowers. 
 

 Culm - stem. 
 

 Node - the part of the stem (usually jointed) 
from which the leaf arises. 

 
 Ligule - a membranous or hairy appendage at 

the junction between sheath and blade. 
 

 Stolon - a trailing stem that produces roots at 
the nodes. 

 
 Rhizome - an underground stem, usually 

growing horizontally, producing roots at the 
nodes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Group 1: Inflorescence with a spathe (modified leaf) 

                                

 
 
Andropogon gayanus – Gamba grass 
 
Hyparrhenia rufa – Thatch grass 
 
Themeda quadrivalvis – Grader grass 
 
 
Scans on pages 3-5 
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Group 2: Digitate or sub-digitate inflorescence 

  

 
Bothriochloa pertusa – Indian bluegrass 
 
Chloris gayana – Rhodes grass 
Chloris inflata – Purple Rhodes grass 
 
Dactyloctenium aegyptium – Coast finger grass 
 
Digitaria ciliaris – Summer grass 
 
Eleusine indica – Crowsfoot grass  
 
Scans on pages 6-11 

 
 

Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 

                      

 
Cenchrus ciliata – Buffel grass 
Cenchrus echinatus – Mossman River burr 
Cenchrus setaceus - Fountain grass 
 
Hymenachne amplexicaulis – Olive hymenachne 
 
Setaria pumila – Pale pigeon grass  
Setaria sphacelata – South African pigeon grass 
 
Sporobolus fertilis - Giant Parramatta grass 
Sporobolus jacquemontii – American rat’s grass 
 
Scans on pages 12-19 

 
 

Group 4: Inflorescence a once-branched panicle 

  

 
 
Echinochloa colona – Awnless barnyard grass  
Echinochloa crus-galli – Barnyard grass 
 
Urochloa mosambicensis – Sabi grass 
Urochloa mutica – Para grass 
 
Scans on pages 20-23 

 
       

Group 5: Inflorescence an open panicle with secondary branching 

        

 
Eragrostis cilianensis – Stinking lovegrass 
Eragrostis tenuifolia – Elastic grass 
 
Megathyrsus maximus – Guinea grass 
 
Melinis minutiflora – Molasses grass 
Melinis repens – Red Natal grass 
 
Sorghum x almum - Columbus grass 
 
Scans on pages 24-29 
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Group 1: Inflorescence with a spathe 
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Group 1: Inflorescence with a spathe 
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Group1: Inflorescence with a spathe 
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Group 2: Digitate or sub-digitate inflorescence 

 



7 
 
Group 2: Digitate or sub-digitate inflorescence 
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Group 2: Digitate or sub-digitate inflorescence 
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Group 2: Digitate or sub-digitate inflorescence 
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Group 2: Digitate or sub-digitate inflorescence 
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Group 2: Digitate or sub-digitate inflorescence 
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Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 
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Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 
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Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 
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Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 
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Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 

 
 
 
 
 



17 
 
 
Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 
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Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 
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Group 3: Inflorescence appears unbranched 
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Group 4: Inflorescence a once-branched panicle 

 



21 
 
Group 4: Inflorescence a once-branched panicle 
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Group 4: Inflorescence a once-branched panicle 
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Group 4: Inflorescence a once-branched panicle 
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Group 5: Inflorescence an open panicle with secondary branching 
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Group 5: Inflorescence an open panicle with secondary branching 
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Group 5: Inflorescence an open panicle with secondary branching 
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Group 5: Inflorescence an open panicle with secondary branching 
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Group 5: Inflorescence an open panicle with secondary branching 
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Group 5: Inflorescence an open panicle with secondary branching 
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          Index 

 
Scientific name page no.   Common name page no. 

Andropogon gayanus 3  American rat’s grass 19 

Bothriochloa pertusa 6  Awnless barnyard grass 20 

Cenchrus ciliata 12  Barnyard grass 21 

Cenchrus echinatus   13  Buffel grass 12 

Cenchrus setaceus 14  Coast finger grass 9 

Chloris gayana 7  Columbus grass 29 

Chloris inflata 8  Crowsfoot grass 11 

Dactyloctenium aegyptium 9  Elastic grass 25 

Digitaria ciliaris  10  Fountain grass 14 

Echinochloa colona 20  Gamba grass 3 

Echinochloa crus-galli 21  Giant Parramatta grass 18 

Eleusine indica  11  Grader grass 5 

Eragrostis cilianensis 24  Guinea grass 26 

Eragrostis tenuifolia 25  Hyparrhenia rufa 4 

Hymenachne amplexicaulis 15  Indian bluegrass 6 

Hyparrhenia rufa 4  Molasses grass 27 

Megathyrsus maximus 26  Mossman River burr 13 

Melinis minutiflora 27  Olive hymenachne 15 

Melinis repens 28  Pale pigeon grass 16 

Setaria pumila 16  Para grass 23 

Setaria sphacelata 17  Purple Rhodes grass 8 

Sorghum x almum 29  Red Natal grass 28 

Sporobolus fertilis 18  Rhodes grass 7 

Sporobolus jacquemontii 19  Sabi grass 22 

Themeda quadrivalvis 5  South African pigeon grass 17 

Urochloa mosambicensis 22  Stinking lovegrass 24 

Urochloa mutica 23  Summer grass 10 

 
 
 


